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Al Jazeera

Afghan soldier kills US serviceman

12/30/2009

An Afghan soldier has shot and killed a membeheft/S army and wounded two Italian
troops at a base in western Afghanistan.

The soldier died of his wounds on Tuesday aftersti@oting during a supply operation
in Bala Murghab in Badghis province at about 113048YO0GMT), security
officials said.

"An Isaf service member from the United States dieltbwing a shooting today in
western Afghanistan,” Nato's International SecuAssistance Force (Isaf) said in a
statement.

"Isaf is working with its Afghan partners to inviggtte the incident.

"The soldier who opened fire was also wounded dutire response from Isaf soldiers
and the Afghan army who were at the scene. He wastad immediately and is now
under observation in the camp hospital.”

The pair of Italian soldiers suffered only minojuines and have returned to duty, an
Italian military spokesman said.

M otive unclear
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An Isaf spokesman said it was not clear whetheirttiedent occured by accident or with
intent.

The Afghan soldier is from an area north of Kalibg capital, and is thought to have
mental problems.

In November, an Afghan policeman killed five Bitisoldiers in the south of the
country.

The Taliban later claimed responsibility for theaak.

Barack Obama, the US president, has committed tweasing troop numbers in
Afghanistan, with an emphasis on training locausigg forces.

Italy is one of more than 40 Nato countries withdss in Afghanistan to fight with
Afghan forces against the Taliban and al-Qaeda.

Nato has been in Afghanistan following the US ardsdnvasion of the country in 2001,
to remove the Taliban, accused of harbouring ald@aperatives, from power.

www.afgazad.com 2 afgazad@gmail.com




